
The mission of the Leader of Song / Cantor 
is to lead the assembly in its expression of 
faith and prayer through song, suppor ng 
and encouraging par cipa on by all. 

Cantor 

St. Francis de Sales Parish 
614 Route 517 

Vernon, NJ  07462 
www.stfrancisvernon.org 

“When I stand before God at the end of 
my life, I would hope that I would not 
have a single bit of talent left, and could 
say, ‘I used everything you gave me.’ ” 

           — ERMA BOMBECK 

Musical Qualifications:   
A pleasant voice which is strong, but not 
overpowering and able to be steady and on 
pitch; good sense of rhythm and tempo; abil-
ity to learn clear enuncia on of texts; general 
knowledge and some basic reading ability in 
music; a musical openness to all kinds of mu-
sic for worship; a general knowledge of the 
nature of life-giving liturgy. (Please note that 
an informal audi on is required.) 
 
Personal Qualifications:   
A person of faith with a sense of hospitality; 
one who can smile and make eye contact 
with the assembly and be able to speak pub-
licly. Reliable, flexible, willing to prepare well 
for each celebra on in joyful service of the 
Lord. 

Time Required:    
Rehearsal me of 30 minutes before each 
Mass for which the Leader of Song / Cantor is 
scheduled to sing. Flexible scheduling for one 
or several more Masses per month depend-
ing on preference and need. Musicians’ Re-
hearsal Mee ngs of approximately 60–90 
minutes in length every other month. Other 
possible independent prepara on and/or 
rehearsal me as needed. Op onal addi on-
al me for extra services at Christmas and 
Holy Week; some Holy Day and ecumenical 
services.  

Training:   
As needed with one-on-one rehearsals or 
small group rehearsals; musicians’ group re-
hearsals; possible a endance at parish or  
diocesan sponsored workshops and pro-
grams; addi onal reading of music and litur-
gy publica ons. 
 

Talent:  
Leading congrega onal singing, solo singing 
of psalms; learning and some mes teaching 
new music to the assembly; commi ng to 
teamwork and preparedness; being personal-
ly present to the assembly, helping all to feel 
welcome to sing; con nuing to develop vocal 
skills, communica on skills, and liturgical 
awareness. It is both inspiring and rewarding 
to be such an integral part of the worshiping 
community, leading, encouraging, and as-
sis ng the gathered assembly in song-prayer, 
while gratefully using one’s own God given 
talent for singing. 

 

Facilitator:   

Evelyn Ilaw  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We always pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling and power-
fully bring to fulfillment every good pur-
pose and every effort of faith, that the 
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified  
in you, and you in him, in accord with the 
grace of our God and Lord Jesus 
Christ.            2 Thessalonians 1: 11-12 

 
 
 

WE ARE THE HANDS OF 
CHRIST ON EARTH ... 


